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INTRODUCTION" * 


P. Mick Richardson’ 


The Annual Systematics Symposium that took place 
at the Missouri Botanical Garden in 2003 marked 
a major milestone in the history of scientific discourse 
in the U.S.A. The Systematics Symposium is remark- 
able for its unbroken run of 50 years at the same 
institution. Also noteworthy is the fact that the 
National Science Foundation has supported 48 of 
the symposia. What is the explanation for such a long 
run of successful symposia, and why does each 
symposium continue to fill the seats of a large 
auditorium? Certainly, some of the audience comes 
for an annual visit to the massive herbarium or the 
comprehensive library, to visit a large city for 
shopping, or for the chance of an exotic meal, but 
most of the audience come to hear the symposium 
speakers. There is a distinct freshness to each 
symposium because every year the list of speakers is 
chosen by a new set of organizers. This year was no 
exception, and the organizers comprised a zoologist 
and a botanist. Jonathan Losos and Peter Stevens 
invited a diverse group of speakers to shed some light 
on the perennial subject of “the species question.” 


In order to bring attention to a display of Linnaean 
material in the Monsanto Research Building, the new 
location of the library, a Special Linnaean Celebration 
Talk was arranged on the Friday evening, an atypical 
time for one of our symposium talks. This was 
delivered by Mary P. (“Polly”) Winsor. Although it 
is published here with the succinct title “Linnaeus’s 
biology was not essentialist,” it was advertised and 
delivered with the intriguing title “Would you like 
your species concept rare, sir, or well-done? (A look at 
how the history of science is cooked, how you can tell, 
and whether it is any good for you anyway).” The room 
was filled to overflowing, and especially notable in 
the audience were the local history of science pro- 
fessionals, a group not always seen at the symposium. 

Saturday, as usual, was the main day of the 
symposium. Jonathan Losos moderated the morning 
session, and Peter Stevens was the afternoon moder- 
ator. Peter Raven introduced the evening speakers, 
a husband and wife team of scientists. All but one of 
the speakers has submitted a manuscript in time for 
publication here. 


! This and the seven articles that follow it are the proceedings of the 50th Annual Systematics Symposium of the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, Species Reconsidered: Consequences for Biodiversity and Evolution. The symposium was held 10-11 October, 
2003, at the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. 

The symposium was supported in part by the National Science Foundation under grant DEB-9981642. I thank Jonathon 
Losos and Peter Stevens for selecting an interesting diversity of speakers. I also thank Sandy Lopez and Mary McNamara for 
their dedicated organizational and administrative assistance, Mary Merello and Amy Pool for their help with the registration 
process, and Alina Freire-Fierro for her expertise in producing the symposium booklet and getting the information onto the 
Garden website in a timely fashion. Last but not least, I wish to thank the speakers for making the symposium so wonderfully 


interesting. 


2? The editors of the Annals thank Sophia Balcomb for her editorial contribution to these papers. 
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